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“Be of Good Cheer” 


By the late Annie Johnson Flint 


Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
— John 16:33. 


6¢IDE OF good cheer’’; how many times 
He said it; 
The Man of Sorrows, well acquaint with 


grief, 
Whose face was marred by pain of our afflic- 
tions, 
Whose brow was scarred with thorns for 
our relief. 


‘s Be of good cheer,’” we hear the Saviour 
calling 
When guilt weighs heavy on the sin - sick 
soul ; 
*‘ Did I not die and rise again to save you? 
Believe in me and I will make you whole.”’ 


*‘ Be of good cheer,’’ He cries when strong 
temptation, 
Full-armed and fierce, our shrinking eyes 
shall see ; 
‘‘ For I have overcome the world to save you, 
And ye are more than conquerors through 
Me.”’ 


‘¢ Be of good cheer’’; oh, note of triumph 
ringing 
When roaring tempests threaten us with 


Clear sounds His word of courage through 
the darkness, 
Before He bids the raging winds, « Be still.”’ 


‘s Be of good cheer ’’ ; oh, how we need this 
message 
Amid the pressure of the world’s vast fear, 
Who in distress and trial seek His comfort 
And long to have His love and know Him 
near. 


‘¢ Be of good cheer ’’; reiterated counsel, 
Strong shield and buckler in the day of 
strife ; 
This be our strength until His hand delivers 
From all the troubles of this mortal life. 


Thou Man of Sorrows, yet of Joy incarnate, 
When all about us seems most bleak and 
drear, 
Give us Thy joy until our own, o’erflowing, 
Shall rise to meet Thy challenge of 
*‘ Good cheer."’ 


Dangerous Advice 


Our best friend, even one we love 
most, may give us dangerous advice. But 
another Friend is always at hand, ready 
to give us His safe and infallible counsel. 
God had promised to make of Abram a 
great nation, descendants of his own son 
and heir. The fulfillment of the promise 
was long delayed; Abram and his wife 
Sarai had no son. So Sarai gave her hus- 
band worldly-wise advice, quite in accord- 
ance with the low standards of the times 
and of the people among whom they were 
dwelling. He followed the advice of the 
one he loved most, took an Egyptian 
woman, Hagar, as his wife, and a son was 
born. Misery and suffering followed for 
Abram and Sarai, and for Hagar; and 
through all the centuries since, now close 
to 4,000 years, the disaster of that sin has 
continued through the descendants of Ish- 
mael, the Mohammedans of today. It was 
dangerous advice that was given by a 
loved wife and was followed by a loved 
husband. Sincere they both may have been 
—but mere sincerity never averts the 
deadly consequences of sin. It is all sum- 
med up in the words, “And Abram heark- 
ened to the voice of Sarai.” How different 
history would have been if the narrative 
could have told us that Abram asked God 
about this, and then “hearkened to the 
voice of God.” Abram’s God and Lord is 
with us today. Shall we profit by Abram’s 
mistake, and ask God for his counsel in 
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thc matter concerning which we may have 
already received dangerous human ad- 


vice: le 
When Fellowship is Broken 


fession of sin should be definite. 
ed Disciple gave us the heart- 
ing ‘profhise that “if we confess our sins, 
he is faithfi! and just to forgive us our 
sins.” To tell’God mournfully that we 
know we are,sinners is not enough to re- 
store broken fellowship. A Christian father 
came home one day amd was greeted in a 
half-hearted way bg¢his small son. Seeing 
a cloud on the ustrally right little face, 
the father asked, “Have you been a good 
boy?” In two words came the answer: 
“Partly not.” But the blue eyes moved 
restlessly and the lips moved slowly as 
the story was told of a quarrel with sister. 
The father’s heart went out in sympathy at 
those first two words, but he knew there 
was more to come. So the heavenly Father’s 
heart is touched when a child of His real- 
izes that he has sinned; but a wrong act 
must be confessed as sin if fellowship is to 
be restored. When this is done, a Chris- 
tian can rest upon the fact that “the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin,” and that “he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.” Then he may 
look to God in confidence to “restore unto 
me the joy of thy salvation.” 
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“The Unchanging Christ“ 


Changing World,” was the theme 

of the Sixteenth Annual Conven- 
tion of the World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association, held in Chicago during the 
last week of June. In sharp contrast with 
the vaunted and self-confident achievements 
of man in the “Century of Progress Ex- 
position” in the great city on Lake Michi- 
gan, the Fundamentals Convention bore a 
needed, humble, but uncompromising testi- 
mony to the old faith in Him who is 
“the same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever.” 

The convention was held in the Moody 
Memorial Church, which is celebrating the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of 
its Sunday-school by D. L. Moody in 1858. 

The church that bears Moody’s name 
today is a vast and impressive structure 
seating 4,000 people. The pastor is Dr. 
H. A. Ironside, whose faithful and evan- 
gelical Bible teaching is known the world 
around. 


“F HE Unchanging Christ for a 


Great audiences flocked to many of the 
meetings of the convention, especially on 
the opening and closing Sundays. The 
congregational singing throughout the en- 
tire convention was unusual. The music 
was led by Professor T. J. Bittikofer, of 
the Moody Bible Institute. On the first 
Sunday afternoon he gave out the hymn, 
“My Anchor Holds.” After the great 
audience had sung the first verse, Mr. Bitti- 
kofer said with enthusiasm, “Your singing 
of that is a great testimony.” And it was. 
It was sung by people who were trusting 
the only safe anchor, and who knew Whom 
they have believed, and were persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which they have 
committed unto Him. 

It was a blessing to have the presence 
and teaching of Dr. James M. Gray, Presi- 
dent of the Moody Bible Institute. Dr. 
Gray’s quiet but powerful presentation of 
the truth, his searching study of the deeper 
meanings of the Word, and his Spirit- 
filled illumination of precious Scriptures 
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bring blessing wherever he speaks. One 
of his topics was “The ‘Relation of the 
Church to the Kingdom,” and he showed 
the vital differences, so often overlooked, 
between the Church of Christ and the 
Kingdom. Dr. Riley, at a later meeting, 
mentioned the fact that a minister had 
once written him offering to speak on the 
topic, “Financing the Kingdom of God.” 
Dr. Riley protested, saying that he had 
given a good many years of his life to the 
task of financing the Church of Christ, but 
he hoped he would not have to add to this 
the responsibility of financing the Kingdom 
for a thousand years to come! The min- 
ister accepted the correction, — and no one 
who heard Dr. Gray’s address would be 
likely to make that mistake. 

Another of Dr. Gray’s addresses was on 
“The Teaching and Preaching that Count.” 
It was a very remarkable opening up of 
the deep meanings of the first chapter of 


Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians. Dr. Gray 


told something of his personal experience 
when a very young man, as he was “‘fore- 
ordained” by his family to be a minister. 
He was intending to enier the ministry as 
a “profession.” But one night, at mid- 
night, while reading a book, and with no 
preparation for what was to occur, he 
was deeply convicted of sin and of his lost 
condition, and he found himself pleading 
with God for mercy, realizing that it was 
only God’s mercy that was keeping him 
from the open mouth of hell. He had often 
said his prayers before, but that night he 
prayed for the first time. And he was 
saved. The curtain dropped on all his pre- 
vious life up to that time —as completely 
as though he had died. And he had died 
to the world, and an utterly new life in 
Christ began for him. Then indeed he 
entered the ministry, not as a “profession,” 
but because God—not his family — had 
called him. 

The “power house” ‘of the convention 
was in the daily morning prayer meetings 
conducted by Ernest M. Wadsworth, Di- 
rector of the Great Commission Prayer 
League. God has mightily used Mr. Wads- 
worth in bringing Christian people into the 
ministry of prayer, in the conferences he 
has conducted in various cities, in his work 
in the League, and in his conduct of the 
Family Worship Column of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times. The convention prayer 
hours were times of heart-searching and 
prevailing intercession. 

Dr. Ironside gave powerful messages on 
such themes as “The Undying Christ,” 
“When Christ Returns to Earth,” “The 
Lamb and the Seven Sealed Books,” and 
“The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse.” 

Simply to read the topics presented by 
the various speakers is an inspiration and 
a challenge. Dr. Paul W. Rood, Presi- 
dent of the Fundamentals Association, spoke 
with great power and blessing on “The 
Greatest Need of the Present Hour,” which 
is that God’s people everywhere should 
be filled with the Spirit. 

Other topics presented by the various 
speakers were: 


The Impregnable Gibraltar. of God’s 
Word. 


How to Master the English Bible, 
The Crisis in Christian Education. 


Age. 
Evangelizing the Regions Beyond. 
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Sovietizing the State Through the 
Schools. 


Man’s Century of Progress vs. ‘God’s 
Criterion of Perfection. 


The Final Depth of the Unitarian 
Downgrade. 


The Serpent Gospel. 


Evangelizing the Students of the 
Nation. 


The study of Christian education in the 
Sunday-school was given an afternoon and 
evening, and Clarence H. Benson, of the 
Moody Bible Institute, startled his hearers 
by a massing of impressive facts and figures 
with which few are familiar. 

For example, for general education, 


America in 1928 spent the stupendous sum: 


of $3,033,706,5900, and employed more than 
a million teachers. In the year approxi- 
mately one billion dollars more was spent 
for education than the cost of running the 
United States Government, and more than 
two billion dollars more than the expendi- 
tures of all the churches of America. When 
we contrast these enormous sums spent on 
secular education with the tragic failure of 
the churches to devote adequate time, 
strength, and money to the Christian edu- 
cation and Bible study of our young peo- 
ple, the menace is clearly seen. For educa- 
tion without character is a dangerous thing. 

Mr. Benson noted, for example, that a 
survey of seventy-six leading industrial 
concerns showed that of 4,000 clerical 
workers annually dismissed, only ten per 
cent were dismissed for lack of efficiency or 
skill, and ninety per cent for character 
failure. The American Bar Association 
has declared that the United States is now 
the most criminal nation on the globe. Is 
the Sunday-school needed? Yet a recent 
survey of 674 churches, whose annual bud- 
gets averaged $11,000 each, showed that 
sixty per cent of these churches made no 
provision whatever for the Sunday-school, 
while the remaining forty per cent con- 
tributed not more than thirty-seven cents 
per pupil for instructing their boys and 
girls in the Word of God. 

“What will save America from inevitable 
collapse?” Mr. Benson asked. He an- 
swered by quoting the words of a high 
official in the United States Army: “The 
army cannot save America; the navy can- 
not save America. Nothing but multiply- 
ing Sunday-schools until they are as thick 
as school houses will save America.” 

The vital and efficient work of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association was 
set forth by Mr. Benson. The Associa- 
tion has for its purpose the bringing back 
of the Church to the teaching ministry of 
the apostolic age. Bible-believing Sunday- 
school workers and pastors may well re- 
joice that this Association has now come 
into being, in order to do that which the 
International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion is increasingly failing to do— bear an 
uncompromising testimony to the Word and 
the Gospel, and give Bible study its right- 
ful place. 





The Infallible Sign of the End of the 


The next annual Convention of 
the World’s Christian Fundamen- 
tals Association will be held in 
Washington, D. C., in May, 1934. 
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Mr. Benson is Secretary of this Teacher 
Training Association, and Robert C. Mc- 
Quilkin, who writes the leading lesson arti- 
cle in THE SunpAY ScHooL TIMES every 
week, is its President. Thirty-eight Bible 
institutes, orthodox colleges, and theological 
seminaries have united in its work. And 
in the short time since the Association be- 
gan a steadily increasing number of stu- 
dents have been enrolled in the classes, — 
in one city the number runs into the thou- 
sands.4 

“Dust and Deity” was one of several 
inimitable addresses by that genius of 
humor and spiritual insight, Dr. B. H. 
Shadduck. Dr. Shadduck was presented 
to the convention as a most unusual exhibit, 
a Methodist fundamentalist! But there are 
many Methodists standing true, and we 
must not forget that the author cf that 
remarkable book, “Jesus Is Coming,” is a 
Methodist — W. E. Blackstone. Dr. Rood 
visited Mr. Blackstone a few weeks ago at 
his home in Pasadena. He has passed his 
ninety-first birthday, and Dr. Rood asked 
him what message he had for the Funda- 
mentals Convention. “Tell the brethren,” 
said Mr. Blackstone, “that my hope is just 
as bright as when I wrote my book.” The 
book has been translated into thirty-nine 
languages, and more than a million copies 
have been circulated. 

Readers of the Times are familiar with 
Dr. Shadduck’s books and pamphlets, each 
with a unique and challenging title, and 


(Concluded on page 460) 
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Did Josephus Really 
Mention Christ? 


I was in Oakland recently, and I heard 
a very intelligent man speaking on the 
street corner claiming that we had no 
authentic proof from contemporary sources 
that such a man as Jesus lived. Some one 
brought up the reference in Josephus, This 
man said that all real scholars were agreed 
that it was an interpolation as it was not 
in the oldest manuscripts. 


I know the Jews hated Josephus, and it 
is just as probable that they cut out the 
reference as it is that Christians put it in. 
I wish you would publish all the light on 
this you can.—A California pastor. 
Whether or not Josephus really men- 

tioned Christ in his famous history, “Jew- 
ish Antiquities,” is a question that requires 
the careful weighing of evidence. Lawyers 
are specially trained in the study of evi- 
dence, and the Editor has asked a good 
friend of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times 
and its readers, the “Christian Lawyer” 
whose. scholarly and convincing studies of 
the Bible and the fundamentals of the faith 
were published in these columns a few 
years ago, and then republished in a volume 
of great value, “A Lawyer and the Bible,” 
Irwin H. Linton, of ,Washington, D. C., to 
give something of the evidence in this im- 
portant historical question. Mr. Linton’s 
answer is published on the facing page, 
and is of vital value to Christians every- 
where. 





1 Readers who are interested may write for 
further information to the Secretary, Clarence 
H. Benson, Moody Bible er 153-163 In- 
stitute Place, Chicago. 
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Did Josephus Really Mention Jesus Christ ? 


What is the verdict of real scholarship ? 


By Irwin: H. Linton 














history who has four contemporary 

biographeys and historians, every 
one of whom suffered persecution in attes- 
tation of the truthfulness of his narrative. 
But, while we do not need the mild testi- 
mony of the placid historian Flavius Jose- 
phus sc long as we have the burning words 
of the apostolic eyewitnesses who were 
under divine compulsion to declare the 
things they had seen and heard, the testi- 
mony of Josephus is not to be lightly 
cast aside; for all the evidence there is, 
both external and internal, supports its 


Cision is the only character in all 


authenticity. Those who contend to the 
contrary do so “without evidence against 
evidence.” 


Instead of its being a fact that the refer- 
ence to Christ is not found in any of the 
older manuscripts and copies of Josephus’ 
history, it is found iw all of them. So far 
from its being true that “all real scholars 
are agreed that it is an interpolation,’ — 
a loud sounding phrase which means sim- 
ply that all scholars of a certain way of 
thinking agree among themselves that any- 
one who does not agree with them shall 
in their little circle not be regarded as real 


scholars, agreement being their acid test’ 


of scholarship, anyone undertaking to 
“sive a reason” would find himself hard 
put to it to justify a rejection of the para- 
graph in question. And it should be re- 
membered that it is not only one paragraph 
with which we have to do, but that there 
is another, whose authenticity Horne says 
has never been questioned by anyone, and 
which is hard indeed to account for ex- 
cept in the light of the first. 


Where the Burden of Proof Rests 


Two or three things are worth remgm- 
bering in this connection before considering 
the direct evidence of authenticity of this 
passage. 

First. Even though there seems to be 
nothing but supporting proof for the pas- 
sage, the “burden of proof” does not rest 
upon those who cite it, but upon those 
who dispute it. See Greenleaf on “Evi- 
dence.” 


Second. If Josephus had not spoken, his 
silence would have been almost more sig- 
nificant than his speaking of Christ, as 
showing a purposeful avoidance of the 
name of a “pretender” to the Messiahship 
whose claims gave more trouble to those 
who rejected him than did those of other 
and obscure false Messiahs whom he does 
mention. 


Third. The unscholarly bias of those 
who subject the Bible, which is the most 
ancient, authenticated, and august of writ- 
ings, to a presumption of falsity from 
which the meanest of other histories and 
historians are exempted, shows an animus 
on the part of hostile Bible critics which 
largely discounts their opinions. Their po- 
sition is that every other ancient writer 
is presumed to be true until proved false; 


When you don’t like the truth, deny 
that it is the truth! This is a blunt 
way of describing the attitude and 
method of the so-called Higher Critics 
of the Bible and of other literature that 
agrees with or corroborates the Bible. 
A passage in the historical writings of 
the famous Jewish historian Josephus 
bears true witness to the person and 
character and work of Christ, agreeing 
entirely with the Gospel records., So 
a few centuries ago those who were 
hostile to the Bible and Christ began 
to deny that the Josephus passage was 
authentic. A trained lawyer weighs 
the evidence for and against, in the 
illuminating article on this page. 








but that every Scriptural writer is pre- 
sumed to be false until corroborated from 
some profane source. Professor Robert 
Dick Wilson considers this unscholarly 
bias of Bible critics most pungently in his 
“Scientific Investigation of the Old Testa- 
ment,” and Simon Greenleaf quotes and 
adopts as his own the remarks of Chal- 
mers, in his “Evidences” : 


Many Proofs of Josephus’ Testimony 


“How does it happen that the authority 
of Josephus should be acquiesced in as a 
first principle, while every step in the nar- 
rative of the evangelists must have foreign 
testimony to confirm and support it? ... 
How comes it that the evangelists, with as 
much internal and a vast more external 
evidence in their favor, should be made to 
stand before Josephus like so many pris- 
oners at the bar of justice... . But we are 
not sorry for it. It has given more tri- 
umph and confidence to the argument. And 
it is no small addition to our faith that 
its first teachers have survived an examina- 
tion which in point of rigor and severity 
we believe to be quite unexampled in the 
annals of criticism.” 

But now for the proofs that Josephus 
did indeed testify of the Christ, in which 
matter I can do no better than to quote 
literally a portion of Thomas Hartwell 
Horne’s great old work, the “Introduction 
to the Study of the Holy Scriptures,” from 
which all subsequent writers gather mate- 
rial when writing on the evidences: 

“Josephus, though a strict Pharisee, has 
borne such a noble testimony to the spot- 
less character of Jesus Christ that Jerome 
considered and called him a Christian 
writer. Mr. Thiston, and some modern 
writers, are of opinion that he was a 
Nazarene or Ebionite Jewish Christian; 
while others have affirmed that the pas- 
sage, above cited from his ‘Jewish Antiqui- 
ties,’ is an interpolation, principally (it 
should seem) on the ground that it is too 
favorable to be given by a Jew to Christ; 
and that, if Josephus did consider Jesus to 
be the Christ or expected Messiah of the 
Jews, he must have been a believer in him, 
in which case he would not have despatched 
the miraculous history of the Saviour of 


the world in one short paragraph. When, 
however, the evidence on both sides is fairly 
weighed, we apprehend that it will be 
found to preponderate most decidedly in 
favor of the genuineness of this testimony 
of Josephus: for, 


“1. It is found in Gll the copies of Jose- 
phus’ works, which are now extant, 
whether printed or manuscript; in a He- 
brew translation preserved in the Vatican 
Library 1, and in an Arabic Version pre- 
served by the Marionites of Mount Libanus. 

“2. It is cited by Eusebius, Jerome, Ru- 
finus the antagonist of Jerome, Isidore of 
Pelusium, Sozomen, Cassiodorus, Nice- 
phorus, and by many other authors, Greeks, 
Syrians, and Egyptians, of the fourth and 
fifth. centuries; all of whom had indisput- 
ably seen various manuscripts, and of con- 
siderable antiquity. How then can men, 
living eleven or twelve hundred years after 
these writers,—and who are so remote 
both from the sources consulted by them, 
as well as from the events related by them, 
—prove that all sagacity is exclusively — 
reserved for our times? 


“3. Josephus not only mentions with re- 
spect John the Baptist, but also James the 
first bishop of Jerusalem,—‘Ananus [he 
says] assembled the Jewish Sanhedrin, and 
brought before it JAMES the Brother of 
Jesus who is called Christ, with some 
others, whom he delivered over to be stoned 
as infractors of the law.’ This passage. . 
the authenticity of which has never been 
disputed or suspected, contains an evident 
reference to what had already been related 
concerning Christ; for why else should he 
describe James—a man of himself but 
little known—as the brother of Jesus, if | 
he had made no mention of Jesus before? 


“4. It is highly improbable that Josephus, - 
who has discussed with such minuteness the 
history of this period, — mentioned Judas 
of Galilee, Theudas, and other obscure pre- 
tenders to the character of the Messiah, . 
as well as John the Baptist and James , 
the brother of Christ, —should have pre- 
served the profoundest silence concerning 
Christ, whose name was at that time so 
celebrated among the Jews, and also among 
the Romans, two of whose historians (Sue- 
tonius and Tacitus) have distinctly taken 
notice of him... . 


“5. It is morally impossible that this pas- 
sage either was or could be forged by 
Eusebius, who first cited it, or by any other 
earlier writer. Had such a forgery been 
attempted, it would unquestionably have 
been detected by some of the acute and in- 
veterate enemies of Christianity; for both 
Josephus and his works were so well re- 
ceived among the Romans, that he. was 
enrolled a citizen of Rome, and hada 
statue erected to his memory. His writings 


1 Baronius (Annales Ecclesiastici, ad annum 
134) relates that the passage in this Hebrew 
translation of Josephus was marked with an 
obelus, which could only have been done by a 
Jew. 
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were also admitted into the Imperial Li- 
brary. The Romans may further be con- 
sidered as the guardians of the integrity of 
his text; and the Jews, we may be assured, 
would use all diligence, to prevent any in- 
terpolation in favor of the Christian cause. 
Yet it cannot be discovered that any ob- 
jection was ever made to this passage by 
any of the opposers- of the Christian faith 
in the early ages; their silence therefore 
concerning such a charge is a decisive proof 
that the passage is not a forgery. Indeed, 
the Christian cause is so far from needing 
any fraud to support it, that nothing could 
be more destructive to its interest than a 
fraud so palpable and obtrusive.” 

Having considered carefully the reasons 
why we may conclude that in reading the 
words recorded in Josephus’ history we 
hear the very language of a man who added 
his testimony to that of the apostles, let 
us read the words themselves: 

“Now there was about’ this time, Jesus, 
@ wise man, if it be lawful to call him a 
man; for he performed many wonderful 
works. He drew over to him many of the 
Jews, and also of the Gentiles. This was 
the Christ. And when Pilate, at the in- 
stigation of the principal men among us, 
had condemned him to the cross, those who 
had loved him from the first did: not cease 
to, adhere to him. For he appeared to them 
alive again on the third day; the divine 
prophets having foretold these and ten thou- 
sand other wonderful things concerning 
him. And the iribe of Christians, so named 
from him, subsists to this time.” 


And now, two thousand years after Jose- 
phus, the “tribe of Christians” subsists even 
to this time and longs and looks eagerly 
for the next sight of “this same Jesus,” 
who said, “I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again; and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also.” 

And may we.-not all entertain the lively 
hope that in Josephus we not only have 
another witness to our Lord, but, noting 
how closely his written testimony complies 
with the terms of the contract and cove- 
nant that, “If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead,.thou shalt be saved,” that 
we have in this famous old historian a 
brother in the Lord and a fellow member 
of the household of faith whose fellowship 
and conversation will add not a little to the 
social joys of the coming King’s Court? 


WasHIncrTon, D. C. 








“The Unchanging Christ” 
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his contributions have enriched these col- 
umns, — one to be published later this year 
is entitled, ““Gnat Shy and Camel Greedy.” 

With power and eloquence, Dr. Shadduck 
showed the marvels of dust from the stand- 
point of the scientist; then he passed on to 
the lowest form of living things, such as 
plants, which God has given not only the 
power to grow but also the power to stop 
growing, —and if they did not stop grow- 
ing, Dr. Shadduck asked, where would this 
world be? He moved on up the line of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


created life (not “evolution”) showing the 
marvel of instinct in birds and’ animals ; and 
then to the last wonder, man, whom God 
made from the dust of the earth, but 
alone of all living creatures made in» the 
likeness of God. 

Never has Dr. W. B. Riley, Executive 
Secretary of the Fundamentals Association, 
been more powerful and convincing than in 
his addresses of today. He showed the 
convention the: awful peril of the Soviet- 
ism -that is breaking into our: country 
through the schools and colleges. He 
massed facts that are alarming, — but not 
pessimistic, becavse we have “the more 
sure word of prophecy” as the “light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn.” 

Cheering reports were brought from:vari- 
ous state or city Fundamentals associa- 
tions throughout the country. It is good 
to know that, as Modernism and’ unbelief 
increase, and as the, enemy comes in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord lifts up a 
standard’ against him. The local Funda- 
mentals associations are increasing, and 
are doing effective work in witnessing to 
the truth, contending earnestly for the faith, 
and carrying on Bible study and Scrip- 
ture distribution. The Des Moines Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association, for exam- 
ple, has conducted twenty-two Bible classes 
during the past year, some being held in 
homes and others in the churches, certifi- 
cate and diploma recognition being given 
when the required amount of work is com- 
pleted. Some have been saved through this 
ministry, others brought to know their Lord 
as never before. The Colorado. Fundamen- 
tals Association has now almost completed 
the work of distributing the Gospel of John 
to every home in. that great state. And 
the Philadelphia Fundamentalists, an.organ- 
ization formed when the World’s Funda- 
mentals Association met in Philadelphia 
two years ago, has had a vigorous and 
enthusiastic experience, bringing together 
in monthly meetings ministers and laymen 
in large numbers from-many denominations. 

The theme, “The Betrayal Commission 
Challenges the Church of Christ,” was pre- 
sented by the Editor of the Times, and 
facts familiar to readers of this paper were 
laid before the convention, which later 
adopted an uncompromising resolution on 
the subject. A series of messages on the 
Victorious Life was also given by Mr. 
Trumbull. 

There are few men of our generation 
who know “European Conditions in the 
Light of Prophecy” as does Ralph C. Nor- 
ton, Director of thes Belgian Gospel Mis-- 
sion. He gave a masterly address on this 
theme, and- presented facts that readers of 
the Times have had in Mr. and Mrs. Nor- 
ton’s articles in these columns on Mussolini 
and on conditions in European countries. 

The convention was closed by an address 
by President Rood on ‘The Challenge of 
the Unchanging Christ.” He made this 
plea: “The fact that we are evidently 
living in the last days should bring evan- 
gelicals together to contend for the faith 
once delivered. We must of necessity also 
propagate the faith. Our nation needs to 
be evangelized all over again, and only 
evangelicals can do it. We need a genuine 
revival that will make us aggressive soul- 
winners and real men and women of prayer. 
Our prayer should be: ‘Make me God’s 
man, doing God’s work in God’s power 
and God’s way to God’s glory.’ ” 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am a Christian and 
want God to have his way with me completely, 
for I know that is the best way; yet, sometimes 
I really do not know how to- do the right thing. 
I am employed in an office, and the person for 
whom I work was formerly a very good friend 
of mine, before I worked for her. Since I have 
been under her, it seems she has changed 
toward: me very much and likes: to “pick” on 
me. I try to overlook it, but nevertheless it is 
very evident, and today she did a very small 
thing, I think. I tried’to be nice about it, and 
be glad that I had my heavenly Father to go 
to, but just the same, as the day went on, my 
disposition got worse and really showed that 
I felt badly. What would you suggest that I 
do in order to have her change her feeling 
toward me? 


Will you please join with me in prayer for 
the young girls in my Sunday-school class, 
that they will give their hearts to our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

Y DEAR GIRL: I am so glad you 
choose to do God’s way as a Chris- 
tian. There can: be no other way for a 
successful life, than to choose to hear and 
obey his voice, and to seek to know his will. 

Now’ to take up your first problem, the 
office difficulty. That the person over you 
“was formerly a very good friend” does 
not mean that you are to have any favorit- 
ism- shown you, but rather, you must try 
to be more helpful than any other employee. 
Her heart may be just the same toward 
you, but as she is occupied with business, 
her attitude may be hard for you to under- 
stand. Whatever the cause of the friction, 
make up your mind you will be faith- 
ful, and more particular in the work you 
do than any outsider could possibly be. 

That it drove you to your heavenly 
Father is proof that his eye is upon you 
and: is drawing you: to himself, that you 
may receive a blessing from the trial. But 
I fear you hindered: the blessing, when you 
allowed the difficulty to affect your dispo- 
sition. Don’t allow Satan so to tempt 
you to dwell on such an experience that you 
will not have the victory over yourself. 
You must first of all be filled with love, 
then put self in the background, and do not 
allow any desire of your own to take prece- 
dence over the desire to please your em- 
ployer. She is your employer, and you 
must seek to please her in a business way. 

Open your Bible to Ephesians 6: 5-8, and 
read what the Word says. God is near and 
ready. to help you in all of your work, and 
will show you a way out of every test 
which comes. The tenth verse of the chap- 
ter says, “Be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might,” and in that power 
you can: control every temptation which 
may assail you. God expects you to be 
“stedfast, unmoveable,” and through him 
you will have victory that will carry you 
over the hard places, and give you a hap- 
piness that will cause this employer to see 
you are not easily disturbed. You have a 
great opportunity to honor your Lord Jesus 
Christ and show his power in the life of a 
Christian in the business world. Don’t for- 
get that Love will draw her to you — not 
a sentimental love, but a love that shows 
itself in actions, and which will return 
kindness for the unkind things to which 
you refer, even though they are “little.” 

Yes, I have prayed and will pray for that 
class of girls, and God will answer, for he 
is wanting these young folks to come to 
him! ‘Teach the Word, and then expect to 
see the fruit in their lives! 
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LESSON 5. JULY 30. GIDEON 


International Uniform Lesson.— Judges, Chapters 6-8 
Golden Text.—The Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall | be afraid 2—Psa. 27:16 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Judges 7 : 4-7, 16-21 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Judg. 7:4 And the Lorp said unto Gideon, The people are yet too 
many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for 
thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall 
go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I 
say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 

5 So he brought down the people unto the water: and the Lorp 
said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his 
tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise 
every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the people bowed 
down upon their knees to drink water. 

7 And the Lorp said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that 
lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand: 
and let all the other people go every man unto his place. 

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, 
and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and 
lamps within the pitchers. 

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, 
behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, as 
I do, so shall ye do. 

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then 
blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, 
The sword of the Lorp, and of. Gideon. : 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came 
unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch ; 
and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 

zo And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets in 
their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of the 
Lorp, and of Gideon. 

21 And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: 
and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 


% % 


The Lesson as a Whole 


Verse by Verse 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Judg. 7:4 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them for 
thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall 
go with thee, the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I 
say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go. 
5 So he brought down the people unto the water: and Jehovah said 
unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, 
as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one 
that boweth down .upon his knees to drink. 6 And the number of 
them that lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hun- 
dred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon their 
knees to drink water. 7 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, By the 
three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midian- 
ites into thy hand; and let all the people go every man unto his place. 

16 And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, 
and he put into the hands of all of them trumpets, and empty pitchers, 
with torches within the pitchers. 17 And he said unto them, Look 
on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outer- 
most part of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 
18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow 
ye the trumpets’ also on every side of all the camp, and say, For 
Jehovah and for Gideon, 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him. came unto 
the outermost part of the camp in the beginning of the middle watch, 
when they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake in pieces the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 And 
the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and 
held the torches in their left hands, and the trumpets in their right 
hands wherewith to blow; and they cried, 1 The sword of Jehovah 
and of Gideon. 21 And they stood every man in his place round 
about the camp; and all the host ran; and they shouted, and ? put 
them to flight. 

1Or, A sword for, etc. * Another reading is, fled. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 


International Council 
of Religious Education. 


% % 


the result of the battle, is not clear. But 











By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


IDEON, the least in his father’s 
G house, belonging to the poorest of 

the families of Manasseh, became 
the noblest of the Judges. His was the 
greatest name in Israel from Caleb to 
Samuel. The battle cries and memorable 
mottoes that are gathered round his name 
have sounded down: through the ages, stir- 
ring the hearts of men to high endeavor: 
“Gideon’s Band.” “Go in this thy might.” 
“The Spirit of the Lord clothed himself 
with Gideon.” “Spreading the fleece.” 
“Faint yet pursuing.” “The sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon.” “As the man is, so is 
his strength.” But it is not Gideon who 
is the center of the wonderful story, but 
Gideon’s God. And the eyes of the Lord 
today are going to and fro through the 
Sunday-schools of the world to select 
Gideons and Gideon’s bands with: which he 
may win great victories. 


The Historical Setting 


Forty years of rest followed the victory 
of Deborah and Barak (Judg. 5: 31); then 
came seven years of the oppression of 
Midian and forty years of rest following 
the triumph of Gideon. If these periods are 
consecutive we may reckon the date of 
Gideon’s victory about 1200 B. C. ‘Beecher 
puts it at 1323 B. C. But there is no 
certainty as to the dates. 


Judges 7: 4.—The Lord said unto Gideon. 
Not appearing to him in person, as before 
(6: 11-24), but speaking none the less 
directly. The. people are yet too many. 
Of the 32,000 there had returned 22,000, 
but the remaining 10,000 were too many 
to make it evident to all that God alone 
had won the victory. J will try them for 
thee there.. God is to make the division, 
but nevertheless there is to be a natural 
human test. This shall go with thee. 
These are indeed “picked men,” chosen of 
God (John 15: 16). 

Verse 5.—Unto the water. To the well 
of Harod (v. 1), “the spring of trembling,” 
named from this occasion (v. 3); at the 
foot of Mt. Gilboa, just east of Jezreel and 
near to the hosts of Midian in the valley 
of Jezreel. 


Verse 6.—Them that lapped, putting their 
hand to their mouth, These three hundred 
evidently stood on their feet, stooping to 
lap the water quickly from their palms, — 
alert soldiers, watching for the enemy, and 
eager for the fray. All the rest... bowed 
down upon their knees to drink water. 
They thought first of their own need, and 
gave themselves up completely to the satis- 
fying of their thirst, —relaxed, undisci- 
plined warriors. 


Verse 7.—By the three hundred men that 
lapped will I save you. It was God who 
would give the victory, but he used his 
chosen men as instruments. Every man 
unto his place. Whether they went home, 
or merely back to the encampment to wait 


they probably came back later for the pur- 
suit (cf. vs. 8 and 23). 


Verse 16.—Into three companies. Note 
the orderly arrangement, the careful strat- 
egy, evidently planned by Gideon himself. 
A trumpet, of ram’s horn, capable of a 
piercing blast. Pitchers, of brittle earth- 
enware. Lamps, or torches or firebrands. 
All simple, commonplace objects, but ex- 
actly suited to the purpose. 


Verse 19.—The middle watch. 
from ten to two. They had but newly set 
the watch. Evidently the very moment for 
action, when the camp was least prepared 
for an attack. 


Verse 20.—The sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon. The earliest known battle cry. 
God is linked with man, omnipotence using 
man as his instrument. 


Probably 


Verse 21.—They stood every man in his 
place. The battle was not theirs; they 
were to stand still and see the victory of 
the Lord (Exod. 14: 13, 14; 2 Chron. 20: 
rs. §7). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Gideon and‘ Gideon’s Band forever speak 
to men the message that man is nothing 
and God is all. When Frederick the Great 
died, the assembly at his funeral was star- 
tled by the first sentence of the funeral 
sermon, preached by Frederick’s famous 
court preacher: “God only is great.” 
Gideon was great in many ways, but we 
do not think of saying “Gideon the Great.” 
God’s work of redemption excludes all 
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boasting (Rom. 3: 27). And God’s call to 
Christian service excludes all boasting, for 
“neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase” (1 Cor. 3:7). But 
side by side with this marvelous truth is 
the fact that God does use men, mighty 
men of valor, like Gideon and Paul, and 
faithful men of loyal zeal, like those three 
hundred. Gideon was great in his humility, 
courage, and piety, in his caution, persis- 
tence and tact, in his unselfish generosity 
and rigorous justice. Yet God has all the 
glory, for the Spirit of the Lord clothed 
himself with Gideon. And God has all the 
glory, for the victorious quality in Gideon 
was his faith, and faith excludes boasting. 
Would we win an entrance into Gideon’s 
Band? The entrance requirement is faith, 
a faith that counts on God to work when 
we see no possible way tc do it, a faith 
that gives all praise and glory to God. 


Lesson Outlines 

Gop AND GIDEON 

1. God calls Gideon, to deliver Israel 
(chap. 6). 

2. God chooses Gideon's army, to de- 
stroy Midian (chap. 7). 

3. God completes Gideon’s conquest, 
and gives rest (chap. 8). 


THE CHRISTIAN’S CONFLICT 


1. Preparing for the battle: Gideon 
meets Christ, puts away idols, builds an 
altar to the true God, is filled with the 
Spirit, summons his army, gets sure 
guidance from the Lord. 

2. Winning the victory: Gideon works 
with a God-selected band, learns to know 
the enemy, carefully prepares and plans 
the attack, carries it out with precision, 
and trusts God for the triumphant out- 
come. 


3. Following up the victory: Gideon 
keeps on till the enemy is completely de- 
stroyed and Israel is safe, refuses the 
tempting offer of kingship, giving glory 
to God, but fails in making an ephod 
not of God’s ordering. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Angel of the Lord. Three times the 
Angel of the Lord appears in Judges, at 
Bochim to all the representatives of the 
people, to rebuke them (1: 1-5); to Gideon 
at Ophrah (6: 11-24), to the mother and 
father of Samson (13: 2-23). Each time 
the Angel is identified with Jehovah God, 
as he is in his other appearances (Gen. 16: 
a Oye Te JG- Secs. IS) Src kbs, wxod. 
3:2; 14:19). It is he also who wrestled 
with Jacob (Gen. 32: 24, 30; Hos. 12: 4, 5), 
and who appeared to Joshua (Josh. 5: 13- 
15). This Messenger is none other than 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as is made plain in 
the prophecy of Christ as the Angel of the 
Covenant in Malachi 3:1. How glorious 
that the dark record of Israel’s sins in 
Judges should be lightened by the personal 
appearance of the Lord himself! “Where 
sin abounded, grace did abound more ex- 
ceedingly” (Rom. 5: 20). 

God’s Sovereignty and Man’s Freedom. 
God chose Gideon and his three hundred, 
reducing the army from thirty-two thou- 
sand; God brought panic upon the Midian- 
ites; God directed all that victory. Yet 
all was done in natural ways, each man 
being free in his choices. God’s sovereignty 
is too great to be compassed in. human 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. July 30.—Gideon ...... Judges, Chapters 6-8 
6. August 6.—Ruth ........ The Book of Ruth 
7. August 13.—Hannah, 1 Samuel, Chapters 1, 2 
8 August 20.—Samuel. 


1 Samuel, Chapters 3, 7, 12 
9. August 27.—Saul. 1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
10, September 3.—David. 
1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 78 : 70-72 
11. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
12. September 17.—Solomon. 
1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 
13. September 24..-Review: Some Early 
Leaders of Israel. 








thought, because God is greater than human 
thought. But the facts are perfectly plain, 
both in the pages of the divine record and 
in our own experience: that God controls 
all, working it out to his own end, and yet 
we are responsible and free to choose. 

“The Gideons.” The Christian Com- 
mercial Travelers’ Association of America 
is famous the world over because of the 
hundreds of thousands of “Gideon Bibles” 
placed in the hotel guest rooms. But this 
aim to place a Bible in every hotel guest 
room is only one activity of the Gideons. 
It was founded by a real “Gideon’s Band,” 
of three traveling salesmen, who saw the 
need of strengthening Christian traveling 
men by linking them in fellowship, and the 
need of winning the unsaved commercial 
men for Christ. Like a rock they stand 
for the inspired Word; they know that 
only the Lord of Gideon and the faith of 
Gideon can prevail to meet the needs of 
commercial men. Write to the headquar- 
ters (140 S. Dearborn St., Chicago) for 
the remarkable story of “The Gideons,” 
and of their present activities. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have faith in God for victory when all 
human circumstances point toward defeat. 
When the Word of God came to Gideon, 
what could be more unlikely than the com- 
plete overthrow of Midian? Israel was 
brought low in weakness and fear and de- 
spair. Even his father’s house had joined 
in idolatry, and the men of his city were 
ready to slay him. Today, whether it be 
in our individual lives, or in our own 
churches, or throughout the great spiritual 
battlefields of the world, the call is to go 
forward, always led in triumph in Christ, 
whatever the odds may be. 

Destroy the idols! To get right with 
God was the first need of Gideon before 
he could go agaiust the enemy. Israel’s 
first and great enemy was her idolatry. So 
with us. God will defeat every enemy if 
we put away our idols, which means any- 
thing that comes between us and God. 


Be sure of his leading. God is pleased 
when we “spread the fleece” if the motive 
of the heart is to make sure of his will. 
If we lack wisdom we are to pray, and be 
certain that he will give wisdom: (Jas. 1: 5). 
He is willing to confirm us so that we may 
know we are not running in vain (Gal. 
222). 

Learn the lesson of the trumpet, the 
pitcher, and the torch! God delights to 
take the common things that are lying 
about and work wonders with them. . It 
is a message specially needed in the. days 
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of up-to-date Sunday-school plants with 
their elaborate equipment. Many a coun- 
try Sunday-school may have the miracle 
power of God with meager outward equip- 
ment. If Mark Hopkins at one end of a 
bench in a frame building was more im- 
portant to the university than great build- 
ings, how much more is a Spirit-filled 
teacher in a little country schoolhouse more 
important than all outward helps without 
the.miracle power of God. The three great- 
est pieces of equipment for the Sunday- 
school are: God’s_ Book,  Spirit-filled 
teachers, true lesson helps. 


Endure hardness, as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ! The three hundred who 
lapped were putting the fighting business 
first, and the satisfying of their own thirst 
second. The rest of the army, who threw 
themselves on their knees to drink their 
fill, had passed the first test of judging 
themselves ready for the fray, but in this 
unconscious test they failed. Christ needs 
disciplined soldiers, ready for hardness. 
One blessing of the depression years is to 
win Christian workers away from the ease 
and luxury of a self-indulgent ministry, 
with an eye on the money and the comforts 
of the “field.” It is a field of battle we are 
on, whether on the foreign field or at home 
(Eccles. 10:17; Phil. 4:9; 1 Tim. 4:12). 

Follow up the battle! When the first 
blow is struck and great victory has come, 
the battle is not over. We are to occupy 
till Christ comes. A dangerous test for a 
Christian is after some hard campaign, or 
after some great success. Press the battle, 
and do not relax in vigilance or prayer or 
guarding against the enemy. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Be afraid of sin, and then be afraid of 
nothing else. 

There are too many people in the 
churches of Christ, and not enough sol- 
diers; in many a church a real revival 
would result in some “blessed subtractions.” 


The three hundred who passed the water 
test were prepared to pass the harder bread 
test; when faint with hunger and bread 
was denied them — they kept on pursuing. 

Every church of Christ should be a 
Gideon’s Band in the community. 

The trumpets give an uncertain sound 
and the torches give a sickly light in the 
churches and Sunday-schools that have cast 
off the Sword of the Lord and of Gideon 
—the infallible Word of God. 


Let only the one whom God chooses 
go with you, whether in marriage, in busi- 
ness partnership, in Christian service. 

Watch the little things that are tests of 
character: the way we eat and drink, 
promptness, kind words, table manners, the 
way we laugh, the jokes we tell, the ex- 
pression on our faces, thoughtfulness for 
the old, the sick, the discouraged, the chil- 
dren. 

The thick of God’s battle today is on the 
foreign mission field; God is testing the 
young Christians to choose those fit to go 
and preach Christ in the enemy’s peculiar 
territory. 

All God’s true leaders can say with 
Gideon, “Look on me, and do likewise”: 
for they are in the forefront of the battle. 

Blow the trumpet! lift the light aloft! 
and “leave the miracle to God!” 


Cotumsia, S. C. 


— 
—— <p 


Lesson for July 30 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 


ety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,—Mr 


McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 

Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 

tions to different ps Re of your class, 

letting them see whether they can discover 

the answers as pe on a later page of 
is issue? 


N WHAT other occasion in Israel’s his- 
tory did a band of about 300 men sur- 
prise a large army by night, dividing for 
the attack, and defeating the enemy? 
2. What do we mean today when we speak 
of “spreading the fleece’ ? 


3. Does the Bible narrative tell what Gideon 
was like in his physical appearance? 

4. What factor was greater in Gideon’s 
remarkable victory than his courage? 

5. What shows that Gideon was justified 
in waiting for at least four definite signs that 
God was dealing with him and that he would 
give Gideon success ? 

6. Name another notable instance where a 
servant of the Lord went into much detail 
as to the confirming signs he wanted the 
Lord to give him— which the Lord followed 
completely. 


7. How do you explain God’s own tribute 
to Gideon’s courage, in view of Gideon’s per- 
sistent timidity? See Judges 6: 12 

8. What was the secret of this miraculous 
change in Gideon? 


9. What was the difference between the two 
tests that God applied to Gideon’s army? 

10. What incident in Gideon’s experience 
illustrated the proverb, “A soft answer turneth 
— wrath” ? 

. Who said, “As the man is, so is his 
cvennie.” and what was the occasion of it? 

12. What precious name of Jehovah, our 
God, has come down to us through Gideon’s 
experience with Him in defeating the Midian- 
ites ? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


4 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the. 
editors, which might otherwise available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 


God’s Working Clothes.—The Spirit of 


Jehovah clothed itself with Gideon (Judg. 
6:34 R. V.,. mar:). 


The Holy Spirit “clothed” Himself, 
It makes the record say, 

With Gideon! So he bécame 
As nothing in the fray 

But just a suit of working clothes 
The Spirit wore that day. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 


by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; 
and M. H. James, Toronto. 


Carey’s Humility.— Behold, my family is 
poor in Manasseh (6:15). The great mis- 
sionary Carey was invited by the Gover- 
nor-General of India to a dinner party at 
which some military officers belonging to 
the aristocracy, and who looked down upon 
missionaries with scorn, were present. One 
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of the officers said-at the table: “I believe 
that Carey was a shoemaker, wasn’t he, 
before he took up the profession of a mis- 


sionary?” Mr. Carey spoke up and said: 
“Oh, no. I was only a cobbler. I could 
mend shoes.”—Source unknown. Sent by 


M.H. James, Toronto. Prize illustration. 


How God Protected.—The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? (Golden Text). My sister and I 
were itinerating in a lonely mountain vil- 
lage in Japan, and night was coming on 
when we started to return home. We com- 
mitted ourselves into the hands of the Lord, 
and felt certain he would see us through. 
As we were about to enter a thick wood 
through which our road ran, we saw two 
Japanese men in front of us, and we felt 
they meant mischief, and as we cried to 
the Lord to stand by us, there came a great 
black Newfoundland dog. It stepped be- 
tween my sister and me as if to protect 
us and then barked fiercely at the men as 
if to tear them to pieces and chased them 
away. The dog guided us directly all the 
remaining three miles right to our door. 
Then stepping inside the dog lay all night 
on the floor keeping vigil. In the morn- 
ing it went away as mysteriously as it ap- 
peared.—F'rom Glad Tidings. Sent by Miss 
J. B. James, Toronto. 


“I Hanged On.”—The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? (Golden Text.) Mr. Addison 
Raws of Keswick, N. J., was crossing a 
crowded street in Philadelphia. He had 
hold of the hand of his little boy, and the 
latter lost his footing. Mr. Raws just held 
him up until they were across. “I hanged 
on, Daddy,” he said, as they reached the 
far side of the street. Yes, he had. But 
his father had first “hanged” onto him.— 
From Christ Life. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Why She Was Not Afraid to Die.—The 
Lord is the strength of my life (Golden 
Text). An old woman who lay dying was 
visited by her minister. “You see that I 
am not long for this world,” she whispered, 
“but Iam not afraid to die. The Master 
knows that J have taken him at his word.” 
Those who take God at his word realize 
that he never fails them—From The Ex- 
positor. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
Ne ¥ 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the many ways in which 
thou dost teach us to rely upon thy strength 
and not upon our own. We thank thee that 
victory is not by might nor by power, but by 
thy Spirit working through our weakness. As 
thou dost sift the willing from the unwilling, 
the brave from the cowardly, the ready from 
the unready, so we pray thee that we may be 
ready for that selective touch of thine which 
gives us opportunity to serve in the high places 
oi danger and of sacrifice. May we not be 
deterred from the impossible, for we know that 
it is under such circumstances that thou dost 
make possible what man could not do without 
thee. Give us courage for the day, we pray 
thee, and for all the days. In the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What 2 selecting 
process is going on all the time, wherever 
we are! Gideon’s band of men showed 
that they were ready for a difficult service. 
Opportunities come so quickly, so unex- 
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pectedly, that we do not usually have time 
for much preparation, but if we have been 
preparing all along to do*’God’s will, then 
he is ever seeking out those who are pre- 
pared, and he will give them ability to do 
whatever he calls them to do. You may 
be up against a real test in this next week. 
Perhaps some one is just watching your 
habits and your ways of doing things, your 
language, your interests, in the hope that 
you will be the one that he wants for an 
important service. It is not the man who 
can do things, but the man with whom God 
can do something who is needed in this 
hour and in every hour. Hudson Taylor, 
the great missionary leader once said, when 
some one asked him how he was chosen 
for the work in China, that God chose a 
little man, so that men might see what a 
great God we have. How different that 
is from putting ourselves forward as very 
important so that God might make a wise 
choice! Whenever you see a man wearing 
that little button with the white pitcher, 
you are looking at a man who belongs to 
the Gideons, that great organization of 
traveling salesmen who do personal work 
and soul-winning wherever they go. You 
may not be a traveling salesman, but you 
can speak for the Lord wherever you are. 
Shall we try during this coming week to 
do that better than we ever have as yet? 
Let us pray. 





HIS CHOICE 


AED ep FOR SERVICE 


IN HIS STRENGTH 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Hundredth Man.—B y the three hun- 
dred men that lapped will I save you (Judg. 
7:7). Gideon started out with 32,000 men 
to do a certain work. He did the job with 
300. This proportion has not been changed 
all down the centuries. There is just one 
wide-awake, alert man to the hundred. Of 
one hundred men, just one will see the burn- 
ing bush. The ninety-nine, as Mrs. Brown- 
ing would say, “are picking blackberries.” 
(Exod. 3: 2-4.) 

Are you a hundredth man? Or a black- 
berry picker? The other day I met a man 
on the street in Philadelphia with a big 
wire ring full of keys, and key blanks over 
one shoulder, and a small vice on a strap 
over the other shoulder. He had some files 
sticking out of his pockets. I said, 

“Brother, we have unemployment in the 
city where I live, and you seem to have a 
job. Would you mind telling me what you 
can make in this key business?” 

“Just as much as I care to work,” he 
replied. ‘Never less than $3, and often as 
much as $10.” 

“Are you a locksmith?” 

“No, just a machinist, a tool maker, out 
of a steady job.” 

This fellow is what I mean by “a hun- 
dredth man.” How often has a carpenter 
ever called at your house to see if you had 
a broken window cord, a door that stuck, 
a hinge that is loose, or some coat hooks 
you would like put up in the closet —or 
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some other neglected little job? Not often, 
I'll be bound. 

You see, it is eAsier to pick blackberries 
than push door bells. Easier to pity oneself 
than hunt jobs. How many young men in 
your town in mechanical pursuits who are 
in mechanical drawing classes? One to the 
hundred. The rest are down on their 
tummys instead of being “on their toes,” as 
were Gideon’s 300. 


The Gid Advance.—A trumpet in 
every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and 
laps within the pitchers (v. 16). When 
you see a man with a little white pitcher 
on his coat lapel you are safe in stepping 
up to him and saying, “Hello, Gideon!” And 
you get a smile for your salutation. If 
you should be a woman traveling alone, 
and there is a man on board wearing that 
little pitcher, you can feel you are safely 
chaperoned. You are in the company of a 
Christian traveling man. Yes, a godly 
drummer, if you please. 

You all know how this Corner contends 
that godliness spells prosperity (1 Tim. 
4:8; Matt. 6:33). Let me tell you of an 
experience with these Gideons. 

I was asked to come to New Brunswick 
to address a convention of the Gideons of 
New Jersey. I spoke my usual “169 
times” speech. On my way home late that 
night in my automobile I kept myself awake 
by laughing my eyes open at the exhibit 
of the convention that proved my conten- 
tion, Those Gideons were not “traveling 
men” or “drummers” at all that met in the 
convention. They were presidents, vice- 
presidents, secretaries, treasurers, general 
managers, sales agents, and all sorts of 
“higher ups,” including a Judge. The Judge, 
by the way, sits in this Corner every week, 
as do many of the other men—that’s why 
they asked me to grace their banquet. 

These were the swivel chair Gideons who 
could get away for a convention. Yes, 
you guess it. The Christian traveling man 
had walked right up the business to the 
high place where there is a “day off” now 
and then. The real travelers, who had not 
yet made the office, were out on the road 
working the trade for orders. They'll be 
coming along at future gatherings. 

But to get back to our text. What price 
victory with 300 swords, 300 trumpets, 300 
pitchers, 300 lamps? Look at the next 
paragraph and you have the answer. How 
easily God can work his purposes! When 
the Bonaparte cup was full it quietly 
snowed, and that was the beginning of the 
ebb of Bonaparte’s river of blood, which 
ended at Waterloo. 


The Fight.—The sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon (v. 20). Remember two les- 
sons back we had Deborah’s slogan “Up; 





for this is the day!” Here is one to hang 
with it on the other side of the mantel- 
piece, 


Are you a fighter, and want to fight to 
win? In hoc signo vinces. The trouble 
with many is their slogan reads, “The 
sword of Jones and Jones.” And poor old 
Jones sooner or later finds himself defeated 
and a prisoner, much to Jones’ surprise. 
Yes, the proposition looked good to him, 
and Jones “went in.” I heard him say, “I 
got it in the neck where the Thanksgiving 
gobbler got his.” 

Had Jones known the Lord, and asked 
the Lord about it, Jones would have been 
prevented with the blessings of goodness 
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(Psa. 21:3). The sword. of the Lord cuts 
off the head of Inopportunity. God never 
will let a child of his make a wrong move, 
if God is properly consulted. But, alas, the 
Genus Homo is so fearfully smart and self- 
sufficient ! 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Pivot: God’s enabling power. 

1. Having two names. 

2. The Lord Jesus’ commission to Gideon. 
3. The Lord Jesus’ commission to us. 

4. How a great bactle was won. 











HE Bible tells us of quite a number 

of people who had two names —and 
the second one was given them because of 
some change in their character! Let us 
see how many we can remember. There 
was Sarai (“quarrelsome”), whose name 
God changed to Sarah, which meant Prin- 
cess; and there was Jacob (“deceiver”), 
whose name was changed to Israel, which 
meant “a Prince with God.” Then there 
was Simon, whose character: was. like shift- 
ing sand, but whom: the Lord called Peter, 
which meant “a stone.” 

Our story is about another man who was 
given’ two names. We know him best by 
the one he had first, which was Gideon. 





eTPpPhe SWORD OF THE LORD 
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(Question the children about what they 
know of Gideon.) Bible students are 
agreed that “the angel of the Lord” who 
appeared to Gideon was the Lord Jesus 
Christ. His first appearance is recorded 
in Genesis 16:7, when he appeared to the 
runaway Hagar. Later he appeared to 
Abram, Moses, Balaam, and others. In 
the Book of Judges he appears to the 
Children of Israel at Bochim (2:4); to 
Gideon (6:11); and to Manoah (13: 3- 
at). 

Read Judges 6:1. All their troubles 
came upon the Children of Israel because 
of their sinfulness. The answer to Gideon’s 
question in verse 13 is “Sin.” The teacher 
would do well to emphasize the awfulness 
of sin. Sin makes me a rebel and brings 
punishment from God. 

Gideon was faithfully performing his 
duty when the Lord Jesus appeared to him. 
He was threshing wheat “in the winepress” 
(v. 11, R. V.). A threshing floor would 
be easily seen, but a wine press was: sunk 
in the ground. 

Compare the commission given to Gideon 
in verse 14 and the commissions given to 
us in. Mark 16:15 and Matthew 28: 19; 20. 
Gideon was sent to deliver Israel from the 
power of the Midianites; we are sent to 
deliver our fellow men and women and boys 
and girls from the power of Satan. Do we, 
like Gideon, think we are too weak and 
unimportant for.such a task? Our enabling 
is the same as Gideon’s — “Surely I will 
be with thee” (v. 16; Matt. 28: 20). 

Tell the children how God, the Almighty 


AND OF GIDEORI?? 
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HE weapons of our 

warfare are not car- 
nal. but mighty through 
God to the pulling down 
of strongholds, casting 
down imaginations, and 
every Ingh thing that 
exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God.” 

If Corinthians 10:4 
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Lesson for July 30 


One, can do mighty things in us and 
through us if we will but let him. Private 
victory must precede public victory, so 
Gideon was tested by the command in verse 
25. Because he won the victory over Giant 
Fear-of-man and Giant Distrust-in-God’s- 
power, his name was changed to Jerubbaal. 
Tell the story vividly of the test in 
Judges 7: 4-7. The king’s business requires 
haste, and God can use only those who are 
willing to give him and the needs of his 
Kingdom the first place in their lives. 
Read verses 16-21 from the Bible. The 
great battle was fought and won without 
a single shot or a single blow. Point out 
that it was God who gave the victory, and 
he will do the same for us in our battle 
against sin and Satan. “The battle is not 
your’s, but God’s” (2 Chron. 20:15). 


Expression Work 


Let the children look up all the references 
referred to in the lesson, and teach them 
this chorus: 

No, never alone, 
..No, never alone, 
He promised never to leave me, 
Never to leave me alone. 
York, Enc. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “A cake of barley bread.” 

Discussion: Imagine what would have 
happened if Gideon had insisted upon arm- 
ing ‘those 31,700 faint-hearted fellows and 
going to battle with them against the 
hordes of the Midianites and Amalekites. 

Objective: “Not by might, nor by power, 
but. by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts” (Zech. 4: 6). 

















AY, fellows, these three chapters in 

the Book of Judges (6, 7, and 8) carry 
the amazing story of a fellow who was 
nicknamed by his enemies, “A Cake of 
Barley Bread.” 

No romance or fairy tale in all liter- 
ature is more fascinating or thrilling or 
strange than that which happened to 


Gideon. Not even Aladdin and his won-. 


derful lamp is more weird or unusual. 
And the fact that the story of Gideon is 
true. makes it all the more interesting. 
When the Lord God gets holds of a fel- 
low’s life and surrendered will, things hap- 
pen—and often they are of the most 
startling nature. In the case of Gideon 
we find a very remarkable and sudden 
transformation. A young fellow, cowed 
and browbeaten by fear, is threshing out a 
little wheat in a cramped and hidden place, 
afraid to do so openly because of the 
marauding bands of Midianites, the enemies 
of his tribe. God speaks to him; he lis- 
tens and believes; and acts; and in a few 
days he becomes a great leader, victorious 
over the armies of his country’s enemies, 
killing and driving out great hordes of 
them, and bringing peace and quietness to 
his oppressed people. 

I take it that you have read the three 
chapters giving the detailed account of this 
remarkable man. If you-have not, don’t 
fail to open your Bible and read it, and 
when you come to chapter 7, verse 13, 
where the Midianite tells his dream to a 
fellow soldier in the tent, while Gideon 
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listens just outside, make a little mark 
there and come back to it, for I want you 
to think of that “cake of barley bread.” 

When: Gideon, after receiving - various 
signs, still wanted. further proof that he 
would be successful, the Lord directed him 
to go down there to the Midianite camp in 
the night so that he would hear that fellow 
tell his dream, for it had a message in 
it for Gideon. And there it was that Gid- 
eon heard himself called ““A Cake of Bar- 
ley Bread,” satisfying him, once and for 
all, that as God’s agent he would put the 
enemy to rout. 

The man’s queer dream was that the 
cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp 
of Midian and crushed it. Barley bread 
was a kind of term of contempt, for it 
was the bread of the poor, but it proved 
to be like the term “Christian” which was 
first spoken ‘in contempt of the Christians 
at Antioch. (Your teacher will tell you 
about that.) 

“A Cake of Barley Bread” Gideon might 
be, but he was linked in this enterprise 
with the Bread of Heaven. Our Lord 
called himself the Bread of Life. So he 
was —so he is. And when that Bread goes 
forth, be it in the form of his Word, or 
himself in his servants —things happen. 
The enemies of the Lord God are put to 
rout. Believers are saved. 

Jesus Christ also called himself a Stone 
—the corner stone —and he said, “Who- 
soever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it 
will grind him to powder” (see Matt. 21: 
43, 44 and Dan. 2: 34). 

Fellows, it is your privilege and mine to 
be with and for Jesus Christ. Thus to go 


- forth conquering and to conquer. Woe to 


them who fight against him. A cake of 
barley bread tumbled into the host and it 
was destroyed. 


Greensporo, N. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 

s. Gideon relied on God... and—? 











ELF-CONFIDENCE is a much-boasted 

asset to character in this age. Your 
girls have heard much of it, been taught 
to cultivate it, to admire it, to count upon 
it in emergencies. A little talk with them 
will reveal this to you, in varying degrees, 
and that the girl who knows she lacks this 
trait is really troubled about her “success” 
in life. 

But their Bible offers them the thrilling 
story of one man who wholly lacked con- 
fidence in himself, and who yet made a 
glorious success of the great business God 
trusted him with. This is your lesson for 
your girls. 

First, then, help the girls to see how timid 
Gideon was by nature, and with what good 
reason he greatly feared the Midianites 
and Amalekites. Read with them Judges 
6: 1-6, the vivid description of the destruc- 
tion and fear caused by these fierce and 
numerous enemies of the Israelites. Verses 
7-10 reveal the reason God permitted his 
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people to suffer so— words we do well to 
heed ourselves, today. 

The rest of that chapter, and on through 
7:14, emphasizes Gideon’s sincere timidity 
in the face of the impossible charge brought 
to him by “the angel of the Lord” — to de- 
liver. his. people from these mighty foes. 
Note that he was hiding (both himself and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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his wheat) in that winepress, 6:11; how 
full of questions his own mind was about 
all this, 6:13; how wholly unfit he felt 
himself to be as his people's deliverer, 6: 
15-18; how frightened he was when this 
miraculous interview was over, 6: 22-24; 
that he was afraid to destroy Baal’s altar 
by day, 6:27; his pleas for further assur- 
ance of God’s presence with him, 6: 36-40; 
that God knew Gideon was still afraid on 
the very night before the battle, and so sent 
him on that reasssuring errand down into 
the enemy’s camp, 7: 9-14. 

Whence, then, came this timid man’s 
courage to lead such a little band against 
such a mighty host? (cf. 7:6 with 7: 12.) 
Of course the answer, in full, to this ques- 
tion comes through a careful reading of 
both these chapters, but the last note of 
Gideon’s natural timidity vanishes with his 
own words in 7: 15, indeed with his moment 
of worship, immediately he heard those 
words from the Midianite’s tent. At last 
Gideon relied on God alone —and that mar- 
velous victory followed, which story your 
girls will receive understandingly after such 
a study of the man who depended upon God, 
not upon self, 

Home Study 


Enjoy rereading, this week, Judas 7 and 
8 — delightfully vivid narrative as it is; and 
memorize these key verses to this wonder- 
ful story: 6:6, 12, 34 and 7:9, 15, and 20. 
Do not these reveal God’s dealing with 
Gideon? 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for July 30) 


1. Abraham had 318 trained men with him 
when he rescued Lot from Chedorlaomer and 
the three kings with him (Gen. 14: 14-16). 

2. When a Christian wants to make sure 
that God is guiding in a certain direction he 
will ask for a token from the Lord, take some 
action to test out the Lord's will, and this is 
similar to what Gideon did when he spread 
the fleece and asked for the sign of the dew. 

3. He was like a son of a king (Judg. 
8:18). 

4. His obedience to God's directions. 

5. The fact that God complied with Gideon’s 
entreaty for confirming signs. 


6. Eliezer (see Gen. 15: 2 and 24: 12-27). 
7. Is not here a case similar to our Lord’s 
strange words to Simon who should become 
Peter? (See John 1: 42.) God saw the Gid- 
eon who was to be, in the Gideon to } ae 
he first spoke; as our Lord saw ‘the Rock” 
Simon. 


8. Note God's own words to Gideon in these 
verses: Judges 6: 12,:14, 16, 34 — words very 
like those he had spoken to Joshua when put- 
ting him in charge of taking possession of 
Canaan — resulting in the new man _ who 
speaks and acts in Judges 7: 15-25. 

9. The first was a self-applied test. All 
were to judge of themselves whether they 
were fearful or unbelieving. The second test 
was one that the men did not know they were 
undergoing ; unconsciously they were exhibit- 
ing something of their character. 

10. When the men of Ephraim sharply 
chode_ with Gideon for not calling them to 
join in the beginning of the fight against 
Midian, Gideon replied that what he had done 
was nothing compared to their exploit of slay- 
inga the princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb 
(Judg. 8: 1-3). And their anger was abated. 

11. When Gideon asked his son to slay 
Zebah and Zalmunna the two kings of Midian 
the youth was afraid, and the two warriors 
said to Gideon, “Rise thou, and fall upon us: 
for as the man is, so is his strength” 
B+ 20): ar): 


12. Jehovah-shalom (“Jehovah is peace’’) in 
Judges 6: 24, with the marginal explanation 
for this Hebrew compound name for God. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MarteriALs: A trumpet, a pitcher, 
a lamp consisting of a bowl of oil with 
a wick, Have a young man carry the: 
lamp in the pitcher in .his left hand, 
and the trumpet in his right hand. 











OW, what do you think of this equip- 

ment for battle? Not much, I can 
guess. You'd hate to go into a battle thus 
armed. No, I do not believe you could 
win a battle with these weapons. 

But this is exactly what God told Gideon 
to use, and God gave Gideon's band the 
victory over the host of Midian. It was 
not the trumpet or the pitcher or the lamp 
that gave the victory. But the trumpet and 
the pitcher and the !amp were very im- 
portant, because they were the symbols of 
obedience. They were exactly what God 
told Gideon to use: God would not have 
given the victory, had Gideon refused to 
obey. I think Gideon must have wondered 
at this and other commands of God, but 
he obeyed. 

Do we always obey God, or do we won- 
der and decide that we know better than 
God does? 


Mopesto, Cat. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











How Far Does Nature Reveal God? 
2-§3 Luke 19 : 1-5. 


Aug. 6. 
Psa. 93 





Sunday, July 30 


Friendship with Those of Other Races 
(Mark 7 : 24-30) 





Mon.—Joseph and Pharaoh (Gen. 41 

Tues.—How 
17-20). ‘ 

Wed.—Breaking barriers (Acts 10:1, 2, 44- 


> 37-45). 
to treat strangers: (Deut. 10: 


48). 

Thurs.—Jesus and Samaritans (John 4:1 
24). 

Fri.—David’s great-grandmother (Ruth 1: 
-18). 


Sat.—All one in Christ (Gal. 3 : 28). 





(Judg. 








How are people of different races treated in 
our town? 


How may we show friendship to people of . 


other races? 
How have people become separated into race 
groups? 
HAT ‘we have ‘studied under the 
topics for the last two weeks on 
friendship should help us to see that’ this 
week’s topic implies friendliness with those 
of other races rather than friendship, True 
friendship with those of other races does 
indeed exist in many instances, but our topic 
evidently implies a relationship which per- 
haps we may more accurately term friendli- 
ness, rather than that personal regard which 
should characterize true friendship. 
+ 4 
Perhaps it may help us if we think first 
of the last question suggested by our topic, 
“How have people become separated into 
race groups?” God’s Word tells us plainly 
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that the first: separation came as a result of 
sin. The human race originally was one, 
until men conceived the plan of building .a 
tower to reach Heaven. For this presump- 
tion God confused the language of Noah’s 
descendants and scattered them over the 
earth (Gen. II: 1-9). 

Paul tells us that although God made 
of one blood all nations of the earth that 
he “determined the times before appointed, 
and the bounds of their habitation” (Acts 
17:26). Man has created many race prob- 
lems because he-has ignored this fact, and 
sought to break down boundaries that God 
has fixed for the races. 

The Lord Jesus during his earthly min- 
istry clearly recognized the racial differ- 
ences. He had none of the hidebound prej- 
udices against those of other races that 
his fellow countrymen had. But, as our 
Scripture lesson clearly shows us, he rec- 
ognized that God at that time was dealing 
with one particular race and that .God’s 
time for opening the door to the Gentiles 
had not yet come. This, however, did not 
prevent him from giving aid to an indi- 
vidual, when he found that the Syrophe- 
nician woman had true faith in him. 

ye bie 

May we not learn from our Lord's atti- 

tude and from the other records in God's 
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Lesson for July 30 


Word that, while .we are to show toward 
those of other races a love and concern that 
will prompt us to do all in our power to 
help them, yet there is no place for a soft 
sentimentality that would have us think that 
we should take those of other races into 
the intimacy of our homes or even that we 
should necessarily live among them. Even 
missionaries, who gladly give up their very 
lives for those of other races, often find it 
unwise to break down the racial barrier by 
dwelling with those they seek to help. 
Many of those of other races who come 
to our land have habits and customs that 
are contrary to our laws and to the well- 
being and sanitary welfare of our people. 
It is unthinkable that we should permit 
them to dwell in our midst and continue 
such practices and habits. We are not 
showing them a kindness by thus permit- 
ting them to break down our ideals and vio- 
late our laws. Our greatest friendliness is 
in helping them to adopt better methods of 
living and preventing them from injuring 
themselves or others by their old customs. 


se 

But above and beyond all social aspects 
of living with those of other races there 
is the spiritual side. We hear some say 
that it is not right to offend those of other 
races who have different beliefs by telling 
them that belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the only way of salvation. Some tell 
us that we must respect all creeds and re- 
ligions. 

But the Bible does not say so. It cuts 
cleanly and sharply on the issue of faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Our greatest friend- 
liness toward those of other races is dis- 
played when we seek to lead them to the 
only One in whom is salvation, and through 
whom. alone they may come to the greatest 
blessing in this life and in the life to come. 

Let us face frankly and clearly, then, the 
questions: ‘How are we treating those of 
other races in‘-our town or community? 
What are we doing to present to them the 
only way of salvation and light? 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

‘on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 24 to 30 

Mon.—Judges 6: 11-14. Gideon Commissioned. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God called, author- 
ized, empowered, and marvelously used 
Gideon. His will was surrendered to God. 
The commission was received with meek- 
ness and reverence. He was invested with 
that dignity which befits the service of God, 
and was used according to the measure of 
his faith. He finds a place among heroes 
of faith in the eleventh chapter of He- 
brews. In Gideon we see how God makes 
use of adversity to train spiritual leaders. 
The present period of trial is making many 
long for the reappearance of a work of 
God (see. y. 13). Pray for the Spanish 
Gospel Mission. Reports of growth and 
of new workers joining the ranks during 


the past year; and of efforts to enlarge its. 
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MONOPOLIST? NO? 
PARTAKER? YES! 


“* And if some of the brar ches be broken off, and thou, being a wild 
olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest 
of the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not against the 


SOME Jewish branches were broken off. Not all. 
believe the Gospel, right now in this day of Grace. Then why speak of * The 
Gentile Church "* when there is no such mention in God's W: 
Gentiles reject the Gospel, even more than Jews ? 

Shall we not be tair to Israel? Is not the Jew entitled to receive from 
you a small return for the sacrifices he made in Apostolic days, that “the 
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the Gospel 
The Jew SHARED with you the Gospel blessings 1900 years ago, and you 
became a PARTAKER with him. Will you now turn into a monopolist ? 


Start today your first token of love for the Jew. 


it is small; trust G d to help you make it more later. 
PEOPLE” is sent to contributors. You'll be glad you wrote. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


If interested in Annuities, ask for our booklet, Jewish Mission Bonds 


SOME Jews will 
ord? Do not 


, and believe?” 


Don't ho'd back because 
“ THE CHOSEN 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 














testimony by. postage, pioneer, and colport- 
age work urge our intercessions. Mr. 
Percy J. Buffard is Director, Valdepenas 
C. Real, Spain. 
Tues.—Judges 6 : 15-24. 
Gideon’s Humility and Caution. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Gideon was hum- 
ble and discreet. Circumspection pleases 
God. Rashness and impulsiveness are not 
to his liking. ‘The prudent man looketh 
well to his going” (Prov. 14:15). Wil- 


* liam Law has a striking word on humility: 


“Humility does not consist in having a 
worse opinion of ourselves than we deserve, 
or of abasing ourselves lower than: we are. 
But as virtue is founded in truth, so humil- 
ity is a true and just sense of our weak- 
ness, misery, and sin.” Pray for the South 
China Boat Mission. This mission is an 
evangelizing agency among the boat resi- 
dents on populous rivers in South China. 
Its American headquarters are 1311 South 
Kedzie Avenue, Chicago. 


Wed.—Judges 6 : 25-32. Gideon Attacks Idolatry. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Gideon struck a 
divinely directed death blow to the idolatry 
of his own household, clan, and country. 
His father approved the courageous right- 
eous deed. As head of the clan he fur- 
nishes an unanswerable argument of the 
folly of idolatry drawn from the igno- 
rance of its supporters’ conduct. The whole 
nation soon enjcyed the beneficial effects 
of the death stroke. Honor came to Gid- 
eon in a new name from the-act which at 
first roused the populace to seek his li.e. 
May God give courage to his servants to- 
day to take the divinely directed course 
that will usher in a mighty revival. Pray 
for the New York Jewish. Mission. Proof 
of God’s working through. this agency dur- 
ing many years urges prayer for the work 
and for Thomas M. Chalmers, the director, 
2654 Marion Avenue, New York City. 


Thurs.—Judges 7 : 4-8. Gideon’s Army Sifted. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: God's guidance of 
Gideon covered every detail of his appointed 
service. His personal preparation complete, 
he was directed to take the course for the 
purification of his army. The thirty-two 
thousand men gathered for the battle by 
Gideon were separated by the Lord. The 
battle was “for Jehovah and for Gideon.” 
The numerical strength was divinely re- 
duced to three hundred, the number that 
would give the Lord the glory due unto his 
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name. God will ever guide those who are 
separated unto himself. Pray for the 
Pocket Testament League, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City. 
for making grants of Testaments to those 
needing them in the Philippines, Hawaii, 
India, Alaska, and in prisons and mission 
schools may be supplied by God’s people. 


Fri.—Judges 7 : 13-23. Gideon’s Conquest. 
PrayER SvuGGESTIONS: Gideon inspired 
his fellow soldiers with the word of God, 
divided them wisely into three companies 
equipped with concealed lamps and trum- 
pets, and directed them to imitate him. His 
message: “Arise; for the Lord hath deliv- 
ered into your hand the host.” His equip- 
ment: lamps and trumpets. His example: 
“Look on me, and do likewise. ... As I 
do, so shall ye do.” God’s Word is also 
our comfort and inspiration. The lamp and 
trumpet are signs of our triumph over 


the enemy. When the trumpet of the Lord . 


sounds at this world’s midnight, confusion 
worse confounded than that of Midian’s wild 
night will ensue. What an awakening! 
Meanwhile, men of Gideon’s spirit are 
needed to lead in the world’s mightiest 
spiritual awakening. Pray for the Amer- 
ican Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc., 
27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. Back- 
ing in prayer of those at the forefront in 
Gospel ministries to Jews is needed as 
street meetings are conducted throughout 
the summer. 


Sat.—Hebrews 11 : 32-40. Gideon’s Faith. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Gideon’s faith in 
Jehovah was voluntary, virtuous, and ef- 
fectual. He believed that God would re- 
ward hearty obedience to the divine pre- 
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cepts. Any other position and course would 
have been sinful, for unbelief which is 
practical disobedience is sin. God honored 
his faith. Thus though weak he was made 
strong ; he subdued a kingdom, and obtained 
promises. Faith re:noves all ‘barriers of 
access to God. As truth is the foundation 
of all good, faith is the basis of assurance 
of help from God. In this dispensation of 
grace, divine blessing can be obtained only 
through faith. Great is the influence of 
faith. It produces gratitude to God, honors 
him, makes blessing absolutely certain, and 
assures the highest happiness possible in 
this life. “Have faith in God.” Pray for 
Mino Mission, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan. 
Pray for Miss Sadie Lee Weidner, Super- 
intendent, and for Miss M. Jane Ackers, 
formerly in the TrmeEs office, who has just 
joined the mission, 


(Lesson for July 30) July 15,1933 


Sun.—Psalm 98:1-9. A Song of Praise. 

PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: The Psalm re- 
counts the victories of Jehovah over his 
enemies and his mercy toward his own peo- 
ple and the praise due to his name. The 
triumph was due to his right hand and holy 
arm. God displayed his righteousness 
openly in the sight of all the people. His 
saving mercy extended to Israel is likewise 
made known to the ends of the earth. 
Nature and human nature are asked to 
share in the anthem of triumph over the 
already defeated enemies of God and be- 
cause of the coming of the Lord to judge 
the world in righteousness. Pray for the 
Chicago Gospel ‘Mission to the Jews, Joseph 
R. Lewek, Superintendent, 3508 Ogden 
Avenue, Chicago. Chicago has 325,000 
Jews who need the prayer-backed testimony 
of this Mission. 








IWANT TO HEAR FROM 


GOOD HONEST SOBER PEOPLE 
WLho need CASH guickly 








HERE’S someone in your locality in urgent need of cash 
who will be well paid for doing some light work for me. 
If you will send me your name, I will tell 
you about my “ Golden Rule” plans for helping people. 
do not need experience or capital to do this pleasant work. 
With pay coming in almost immediately, it affords 
My helpers make up to 
$25 a week spare time and as high as $40 to $50 a 
plans are simple and 
I am head of a million-dollar manu- 

facturing company and this is my way of deal- 


It may be you. 


quick relief to the worthy. 


week for full time. 


My 
direct. 


ing with the people who work for me. 


I get wonderful letters from my loyal helpers. 


These letters give me more joy than any- 
thing that comes to my desk. I have literally 
thousands of them in my office from people 
who have profited by my plans. Some of 
them from widows who support their fami- 
lies with my money-making idea. Others 
are from elderly men who could not find em- 
ployment elsewhere. Many are from me- 
chanics, farmers, housewives, office and 


factory workers. They tell me how much they like 
the business — how glad they are to work for me— 
how much money they make. 


| NEED YOUR HELP 


Now I need more help — men as well as 
women. I am ready to employ more 
people at once. There may be an open- 
ing right in your locality. If so, count 
yourself one ofthe fortunate. I will start 
you without capital. I furnish every- 
thing — show you what to do — help you 
make good. You can probably make $25 
or $30 a week right at the start — more 
as you progress. Many are making 
$40 to $50 a week. Even in spare time 
workers are making $3 to $5 a day. 


PAY STARTS 
AT ONCE 


There is no waiting—no delay. You 
can start right away and have the money 
you need coming in at once. I urge you 
to get the facts now. Find out what I 
can do for you. It costs you nothing to 
find out. If you refuse my outstretched 
helping hand, you may regret it all your 
i If you live in the United States, 
just put your name and address on the 
coupon or penny postcard and mail it to 
me today. 









ALBERT MILLS, President 
1096 Monmouth Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 


I am in need of money and am looking 
work. Teli me about your ‘Golden Rule”’ plan whereby 
I can make up to $40 a week. This is without obligation on 
my part. : 


NAME. . cic ccc rico nce cccsr eee sce 


(This offer NOT Good outside the U. S.) 






















You 





Will you clasp 
the helping hand 
of this man who 
heads a great 
business, afford- 
ing profitable 









one representative in each loaal- | @2tly employ- 

ity, I urge you to write me NOW ment to many 

—TODAY, before someone thousands near 
Smaps up your territory. 


their own home ? 


HERE'S A LETTER 

This is yust a part ot a tetter i cut from Mrs. 

uth vis, a loyal Missouri woman, who 
says: “I would rather work for you than 
eat when I am hungry,for you give me such 
an easychance to make good. When I started 
with your Company, I was taking medicine 
daily, but the healthful outdoor work took 
the medicine away and filled my heart with 
laughter. Now [ am a perfect picture of 
health. God bless your company! May 
it help others as it has helped me.”’ 


This Coupon will bring? $50a Week 
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